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Course Objectives and Description
The communication theories offer opportunities for teaching and learning.  This course is very unique and challenging.  Communication Theory is a survey of selected humanistic and scientific approaches to communication studies.  Emphasis is on the philosophical bases of communication theory

Text.

Wood, J. T. (2004).  Communication theories in action:  An introduction.   ( Third Edition).  United States:  Wadsworth Publishing Company.

Course Requirements

Reaction Papers (2 x 25 = 50 points)

Presentation - with PowerPoint (50 points)

Exams (total of 180 points)

Participation, attendance, unannounced exercises [you cannot makeup these works], 
XWord Puzzle and Professional attitude (20 points)
Total Points     (300 points)

Requirements and Policies

(1) Reaction Papers  (2) Presentation 
Reaction Papers:  Short papers usually 3-4 pages in length, in which you state and develop responses to specific statements or issues relevant to theories covered in the course.  These papers should draw from our assigned readings to demonstrate that you understood different perspectives on the topic.  You also should go beyond your readings to develop and argue your own points of view.  The statement(s) for this assignment will be provided for you. (Each has 25 points)

Presentation—with PowerPoint component: This project encourages you to get involved with the course and to invest in your own learning.  You have some choices.  You need to choose only one of the following options. You must give 20 minutes PowerPoint presentation.
1. Observe prime time portrayals of communication in African-American and European-American families.  Select at least  two weekly prime-time shows for each racial group, and watch a minimum of 4 episodes of each show.  Your report should use one or more theories we have studied to examine and analyze differences and similarities in media representations of African-American and European-American family communication.  Appropriate theories would be “standpoint,” “international dialectics,” and “cultivation.”   Among other matters, you should compare the frequency and content of father-daughter, father-son, mother-daughter, and mother-son interactions and should analyze differences in communication styles employed in the families.  Also, observe and analyze differences in directness, dramatic style and formality.

2. Read a minimum of four popular advice books on the topic of effective communication between romantic partners.  Your report should accomplish the following:  (1) Identify and evaluate the credentials of each author as an expert on intimate communication.  (2) Summarize communication principles advocated in the books.  (3) Relate communication principles and theories covered in this course to those advised by the authors of popular advice books.  (4) Evaluate the value of each book in terms of its coherence with theories relevant to romantic relationships.

3. Obtain the texts of 5 important speeches.   (Most campus libraries have several collections of speeches, often called “great speeches.”)  Analyze the speeches using Kenneth Burke’s dramatistic theory including but not limited to his pentad.  Using Burke’s theory, explain why these speeches are considered important rhetorical achievements.

4. View a minimum of 4 commercial films (either current or older) which depict friendship.  You will probably need to watch each film more than once.  At least one film should focus on friendship between women. Suggestions include:  Thelma and Louise, Fried Green Tomatoes, Steel Magnolias.  At least one should focus on friendship between men.  Suggestions here are:  Dead Poets’ Society, City Slickers, Easy Rider.   The remaining films may portray friendships of women, men or women and men.   One suggestion here is When Harry Met Sally.  Your report should identify similarities and differences.  Your analysis should incorporate theories we have studied, including ones which offer explanations for differences.  Appropriate ones for this research focus would be “standpoint,” “feminist,” “dialectics,” “interactional,” and “narrative.”

Exam
Exams will be graded strictly, with weight placed on the clarity, coherence, and completeness of your answers.  There will be midterm and final exams.  NO MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given under any circumstances. The exams will be multiple choice, true/false, identification, and short essay Items.  The exam will be directly from the book.

Participation
Attendance is required.  Although I do not take class roll every class, I expect full participation from everyone.  There is a direct effect on your final grade.  You alone are responsible for all assignments due or scheduled, class activities, and discussions which occur during the course of your absence.  You are expected to read all assignments in the text by the due date.  Students who do the reading when assigned usually do better on the exams and invariably participate more effectively in class discussions.  I encourage questions, especially when you feel lost or do not understand material.  Please do not feel any of questions is elementary.   Your questions help everyone in the class understand the material and encourage intellectual discussion.  The days your classmates have presentations, the rest of class is responsible for two thought-provoking questions.  The questions must be forwarded to the speaker for intellectual discussion in the class.  A copy of your questions with your name on them must be forwarded to me on the day of the presentation.  Your participation, the questions, and your professional attitude during these presentations all will count toward the final grade.  No body can miss the presentation days.  Attendance during the presentation days is mandatory.

Americans with Disabilities Act 
Students with disabilities who need academic accommodations should contact Learning Center, Liesta Walker Coordinator of Disability Services. After meeting with her, contact me during my office hours. Please do not procrastinate; do this EARLY in the term. 

Academic Dishonesty

All forms of academic dishonesty as defined by Ohio University, such as plagiarism, cheating on exams, and falsification of sources are serious offenses.  These cases will be reported to the Assistant Dean and the Judiciary Board.  Students engaged in any form of academic dishonesty will receive at least the minimal penalty of failing the course.

Professional Attitude

You will earn points for professionalism by attending class, taking the course seriously, reading your assignments before coming to class, and taking part in class discussions.  All the work you submit -- even the questions you bring to the class -- must be typed.  Because of the nature of the classroom, there is no eating in this room.  Please leave your food outside the class.

Grading

Final grades will be determined on a percentage basis.  The grade breakdown is as follows, based on a total of 300 possible points. 

A   100%-95%  

A-   94%-92%
B+  91%-89%

B   88%-85%

B-  84%-82%

C+   81%-79%
C   78%-75%
      
C-  74%-72%

D+  71%-69%

D    68%-65%
D-  64%-62%

F    61% and below
Tentative Schedule
Date


What 


  Reading Pages
	
	Introduction to the class
Communication as a Field of Study
	 7-30

	
	Understanding Communication Theories

Building and Testing Theory 
	30-75

	
	An Early Communication Theory
Theories About Symbolic Activity
	75-116

	
	Theories about Performance
	116-140

	
	Theories About How people Construct Meaning 
	140-161

	
	Catch up With Materials
	

	
	Catch up With Materials
Cross Word Puzzle is due
	

	
	Midterm On Blackboard
	

	
	First Short Reaction Paper
	

	
	Theories About Interpersonal Dynamics 
	161-184

	
	Theories About Communication and the Evolution of Relationships
	184-209

	
	Theories about Communication Communities
	209-236

	
	Theories of Mass Communication
	236-259

	
	Critical Communication Theories
	259-287

	
	Postmodern Theorizing
	285-308

	
	Communication Theories in Action: A Final Look
	308-319

	
	Catch up With Materials
	

	
	Catch up With Materials
Cross Word Puzzle is due
	

	
	Second Short Reaction Paper
	

	
	Presentation
	

	
	Presentation
	

	
	Final Exam Day On Blackboard
	


The final exam will be given on the exam day.  The exam cannot be given prior to or later than the scheduled examination time.  Please keep this fact in your mind.  I do not accept any excuses please note this.







