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Instructor:  Dr. Sheida Shirvani

Office hour: e-mail  -- shirvani@ohio.edu          
By appointment     or   Call







Office : (740) 588-1499

Home:  (614) 492-1306

Cell:  614-657-1173

Course Website:  www.shirvani.com
DESCRIPTION

This course will investigate the field of gender and communication in the Islamic countries. The course will explore the role of gender socially, in religious practice, and law, and the societal relationships between cultural and religious attitudes toward gender.  The lectures and in-class activities are designed to take you on a journey through the principal concepts and issues, which define the field of gender and communication in the Islamic countries.  The areas we will discuss will include:  

· Feminist perspectives in these cultures

· Language and nonverbal communication

· Understanding the gender rules and roles in these cultures

· Increase awareness and understanding of communication within and between genders in formal and informal contexts, and 

· The analytical attitude toward gender and communications in everyday life.

Instructor’s Goal: At the end of this course every student will have an initial understanding of some of the complexities surrounding the issue of gender in Islamic countries, and manifestations of such complexity past and present in different parts of the Islamic world. The focus of the instructor is on the lives of contemporary Muslim women, the factors informing constructions of gender in the Islamic world, and the role played by questions of women's status in modern Islamic religion and society. We will begin by briefly examining the status and images of women in classical Islamic thought, including themes relating to scripture, tradition, law, theology, philosophy, and literature. The second section of the course will focus on contemporary Muslim women in a number of different cultural contexts in order to highlight a variety of issues significant for contemporary Muslim women: veiling and seclusion, kinship structures, violence, health, feminist activism, literary expression, etc. The final section of the course will deal with an exploration of Muslim feminist thought, which we will attempt to place in dialog with western feminism with the hope of arriving at a better understanding of issues related to gender, ethics and cultural relativism.

Text Book:
Nouraie-Simone, F. (2005).  On shifting ground.  New York:  The Feminist Press.
.
Supplement books  --   Do not need to purchase supplement books 
Yamani, Mai (1996).  Feminism and Islam legal and literary perspective.  New York:  New York University Press.
Bowen, Donna & Early, Evelyn.  (2002).  Everyday life in the Muslim Middle East.  Indianapolis:  Indiana University press.
Eickelman, Dale.  (2002).  The Middle East and Central Asia.  New Jersey:  Prentice Hall.

Policies:
Assignments:  You are expected to read all assignments and articles by the assigned dates.  Students who do the readings when assigned usually do better in the class and invariably participate more effectively in class discussions.    

Questions:  I encourage questions, especially when you feel lost or do not understand the materials.  Please do not feel your question is elementary.  Your questions help everyone in the class by encouraging discussion.  You are probably not the only person with the question; others may just be too shy to ask.  You may post questions on the discussion board, where we will discuss various topics.

Office Hours: You may call or email me any time during the day.  If I can help you in any way, please let me know.  You also can get in touch with me via AOL.  My handle is “ouzprof.”

Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class.  All forms of academic dishonesty as defined by Ohio University, such as plagiarism, cheating on exams, and falsification of sources are serious offenses.  Students who plagiarize, representing someone else's ideas or words / writing as their own, will receive a letter grade "F" for the entire course.  Also these cases will be reported to the Assistant Dean and the /Judiciary Board.  Ohio University’s policy on academic dishonesty will be followed.  Please be sure to consult the Handbook Plagiarism and Academic Integrity at Ohio University as well as Ohio University’s policy. Be sure you consult with your instructor before turning in your paper if you have any questions regarding plagiarism.

Exams and Assignments: There will be two exams in this class.  Your grade will be based on your participation, attendance, Midterm, Final and your presentation.
Complete work:  Completing the course assignments is mandatory.  You alone are responsible for all assignments, activities, and discussions in class during this course.  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
Students with disabilities who need academic accommodations should contact Learning Center, the Coordinator of Disability Services. After meeting with her/him, contact me during my office hours or call me. Please do not procrastinate; do this EARLY in the term. 

Confidentiality:  Due to the personal nature of many of the class discussions, confidentiality must be assured.  Please, experiences shared in class must remain private among class members.  Sharing experiences enriches the educational value of this course, but a safe environment is imperative for all participants.

Final grades:  Grades will be determined on a percentage basis.  The grade breakdown is as follows:

	A      100% - 95%
	B+    91% - 89%
	C+   81% - 79%
	D+   71% - 69%

	A-      94% - 92%
	B      88% - 85%
	C     78 % - 75%
	D     68% - 65%

	
	B-     84% - 82%
	C-    74% - 72%
	D-   64% - 62%

	
	
	
	F      below 62%


Note that you are responsible for all readings.  Similarly, note that you are responsible for all lecture materials, including anything drawn from sources outside your articles or from handouts.  Your presentation is worth 100 points. The presentation is accompanying a 10 pages research paper.  This is your research, which you will present in a formal and professional presentation in class.  Your paper must follow APA style.  [introduction, body, conclusion and full bibliography[.  Attendance is worth 50 points.  You allow only ONE Day absences (4 hrs).   Every class you miss I will take 15 points from your points.  Each of your Midterm and final worth 50 points
Note:  Final grades will be available through the University’s official notification system.  DO NOT call, writes, or email asking about it!  You will have your grade in due course. There is not extra points or work outside of these works.

There is no negotiation on presentation due dates.

Course structure and requirements

The course will feature a mixture of introductory lectures and class discussion of primary and secondary texts, as well as cooperative learning.  Classes will meet every Tuesday and Thursday for two hours, although some of the classes may be designated as reading and preparation days.  Regular attendance at all class meetings is expected.  Students who miss a class will be held accountable for the material covered during that class. A high rate of absences will adversely affect a student's oral participation and attendance grades.  “A high rate of absences” means more than two absences during entire quarter.  You cannot leave early or come to class late.  Coming late or leaving early counts as an absence.   
Preparation for this class, as well as oral participation in class discussion, is an important part of the course work and will be considered in the computation of the final grade.  Such preparation includes, but is not limited to, reading assigned articles.

Grading

Presentation with 10 pages research paper 


  100 points
      paper 70 points presentation 30 points
Attendance  (no more than ONE FRIDAY
permission to miss without penalty



  40 points

Midterm  



        
            

  50 points

Final







  50 points

Personal article – topics discuss in class



  30 Points

5 pages --  Critical thinking  Paper



  30 points

Total 







300 points
Student Research Paper and Presentation

Throughout the term, students will work on their own research paper (10 pages, double-spaced). The paper will address a particular aspect of the question of women in Middle Eastern and Asian culture (see suggested topics below).  Students will have consulted with the instructor and decided on a topic by the end of the second week of class.  

Students will consult at least twelve different scholarly resources, no more than one of these being either a WWW resource or an encyclopedia article. Please consult the guidelines appended to the syllabus for a better understanding of the work involved in writing a research paper.  No handwritten papers will be accepted.  Print your paper double-spaced with 1” margins on all sides.  Please keep an extra copy of every paper you submit.  Use APA style to write you research paper.
The deadline for the paper is the day you present your presentation.  Please hand in a printed copy of your paper during regular class or submitted via digital drop box before your presentation.  The penalty for late submission is a lowering of the regular grade by an additional 10 percentage points for every day the paper is late.

 In addition to writing the paper, students will present their research to the entire class.  A student who picks a topic of controversy will be paired with another student choosing the opposite side of the same topic. In the presentation, each student will then focus on one side of the argument. 

Issues and topic for presentation and paper: 


political agency, homosexuality / lesbians (supports / opposes homosexuality), marriage, polygyny (favors / condones / opposes polygyny), temporary marriage, female inheritance (inheritance laws are inherently just / injust), abortion (supports / opposes abortion), female circumcision (supports / opposes female circumcision), "honor-killings" (supports / opposes “honor killings"), harem, dress-code (veil) (requires / does not require the veil for women), women's dress as political symbol, Orientalism and women, Hollywood and Eastern and Asian women, women in paradise

Geography: (looking at local expressions of pertains to women) Northern Africa (Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, etc.), Saudi-Arabia, Middle-East at large, Afghanistan (Taliban), Iran, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, China, Japan, Europe (Germany, France and the headscarf debates), Turkey, United States, ...

Comparative: history of veil / dress-code; comparison with: Hinduism, Judaism, (Buddhism); Christianity, readings of Adam and Eve in different religions; etc

(Other topics are possible. If you are interested in a topic not listed here, please talk to me as soon as possible.)

Some Suggestions on Writing a Paper/Presentation: 

1. Research: Consult both primary as well as secondary literature on your topic.  Be aware of the possibility that either literature might exhibit contradictions.   Make sure that you have studied your topic sufficiently so as to recognize and address those contradictions.  Take position vis-à-vis alternative interpretations. 


2. Argument: In taking position vis-à-vis your topic, make sure that you develop cogent arguments why your topic should be interpreted the way you interpret it.  Back up your arguments, ideally with a combination of primary source material as well as established scholarship.  Show in your presentation why your interpretation is preferable to other interpretations. 


3. Be critical: approach secondary sources with a critical eye.  Is the author under consideration biased in any way?  Is her/his argument sound?  Is s/he treating the subject critically?  Is s/he making unwarranted assumptions?  Is s/he using his/her data selectively?  Could other conclusions be reached based on the same data? If you disagree with an article/book, you still can use that source in your presentation as an example of how the topic under consideration should not be understood or interpreted.  Present to the audience the author's point of view in a clear, concise fashion, and then tell your audience why the author is mistaken in his/her conclusions. 


4. Engage with your topic: If your topic is less controversial, and you cannot develop an argument or central thesis, you still can show your audience why the particular topic is important or is pertinent to a larger issue. Discuss your topic's relationship to a broader concept of theology, ritual practice, or legal practice, and show how your topic is relevant within that broader framework. 


5. Draw bridges: Because you are dealing with a topic that in all likelihood is unfamiliar to your audience, try to compare and contrast your subject matter to a similar concept with which your audience is familiar. 
Presentation: 

· Introduce your audience to the topic by summarizing what you will be talking/writing about and why your topic is important in a few paragraphs.

· Outline the main points and sub-topics of your presentation or argument.   

· Draw the different points raised during your presentation to a conclusion

· In the end, summarize your major findings.  

· You need to get the rest of the class into your discussion.  Have some questions for the students and invite them to ask questions of you for further discussion.  

· You at least have to cover one hour of the class for your first presentation.  You have to cover the entire class time for your second presentation.  After the presentation you have to engage with questions and dialog regarding the topic presented.  Before the end of the class you have to submit your 10-page paper (second presentation).

Evaluation: The following points constitute some of the criteria I will use for evaluation.

Originality: You are able to approach the issues under consideration with your own perspective and you draw your own conclusions in your own words. 
Knowledge: Show me you understood - to the best of your ability - the issues involved in your topic. You read more than just the required number of texts and articles, and you made sense of what they said. 
Critical acumen: You are able to critically evaluate what you read. When encountering conflicting views, perspectives, arguments or findings in your research, you are able to identify such conflicts and you are able to decide, based upon informed argument, why one particular point of view might be preferable to another. You tell the reader, in your own words and with your own arguments, why you agree or disagree with a particular point of view or finding. 
Grammar: You are able to write grammatically correct sentences, and your spelling of foreign words is (if not correct, at least) consistent throughout the paper. 
Organization: You are able to present your arguments and topic in a coherent fashion, including a brief introduction and a summarizing conclusion. 
Word Economy: You are able to express your thoughts in a concise fashion. 

What does not impress me:
· Extensive, unnecessary quotations: they are a waste of paper. 

· Quotations not properly attributed: they are a headache to check!

· Quotations not attributed at all: that’s called “plagiarism.” 

· Overdoses of Web-based material: Such material needs to be backed up with established scholarship published in recognized, scholarly journals/books. 

· Little organization within the presentation makes it hard to follow your train of thought. 

· Uncritical, non-original regurgitation of established scholarship bores me.
Sources you may find helpful for your papers and discussion in the class:

Amanat, Abbas (translator), Crowing Anguish: Memoirs of a Persian Princess from the Harem to Modernity 1884-1914.  Author: Taj al-Saltana.  Washington: Mage 1993.  pp. 134-146, 283-294.  

Amin, Qasim, The Liberation of Women and the New Woman: Two Documents in the History of Egyptian Feminism.  Trans. Samiha Sidhom Peterson.  Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2000.  Pp. 37-61.

Badran, Margot, Feminists, Islam, and Nation: Gender and the Making of Modern Egypt.  Princeton University Press 1995.  Pp. 31-60.  

Berkey, Jonathan, “Women and Islamic Education in the Mamluk Period,” in Women in Middle Eastern History: Shifting Boundaries in Sex and Gender, editors Nikki Keddie and Beth Baron.  Yale University Press 1991.  Pp. 143-157.

Bibars, Iman, Victims and Heroines:  Women, Welfare and the Egyptian State.  London: Zed, 2001. Pp. 159-178.

El Saadawi, Nawal, The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World.  Boston: Beacon Press 1980.  On Muslim women, sexuality and its control, and female circumcision.  Pp. 1-11 and 33-43.

Esfandiari, Haleh, Reconstructed Lives: Women & Iran’s Islamic Revolution.  Johns Hopkins University Press 1997.  Pp. 133-155, “Resistance.” 

Fadel, Mohammad, “Two Women, One Man: Knowledge, Power and Gender in Medieval Sunni Legal Thought,” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 29, no. 2, 185-204.

Fernea, Elizabeth and Basima Bezirgan, “The Koran on the Subject of Women,” in Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak, pp. 7-26.  

Haddawy, Husain, translator, The Arabian Nights.  New York: Norton, 1990, pp. 3-21. 

Jawad, Haifaa, The Rights of Women in Islam: an authentic approach.  MacMillan Press, 1998.  Pp. 61-82, Islam and Women’s Inheritance, and The Dissolution of Marriage in Islam.

Kandiyoti, Deniz, “Bargaining with Patriarchy,” in Gender and Society, 1988, 2(3): 274-290.

Lerner, Gerda, The Creation of Patriarchy. [Volume I of the two volume series Women and History].  Oxford University Press 1986.  pp. 3-14 and 212-229.

Mernissi, Fatima, Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society.  Indiana University Press. Revised edition, 1985 in Coe.  Chapter 1, “The Muslim Concept of Active Female Sexuality,” pp. 27-45.
Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley, Turkish Embassy Letters.  Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1993.  Pp. 57-60, 69-73, 81-83, 113-120, 132-137.

Opening the Gates: A Century of Arab Feminist Writing.  Editors Margot Badran and Miriam Cooke.  Indiana University Press 1990.  Pp. 125-133, 220-238, 257, 263-269. 

Peirce, Leslie, P., “ ‘She is Trouble . . . and I will Divorce her’: Orality, Honor, and Representation in the Ottoman Court of ‘Aintab,” in Women in the Medieval Islamic World, ed. Gavin Hambly.  St. Martin’s Press 1998.  Pp. 269-300.

Roded, Ruth, Women in Islam and the Middle East: a Reader. London: I. B. Tauris, 1999. Pp. 48-57.

Said, Edward, Orientalism.  New York: Vintage Books, 1979.  Pp 1-15.

Modern, General History and Theory

Afary, Janet, “Feminism and the Challenge of Muslim Fundmentalism,” in Spoils of War: Women of color, cultures and revolutions.  Rowman and Littlefield, 1997, pp. 83-100.  

 Bodman, Herbert and Nayereh Tohidi, Women in Muslim Societies: diversity within unity.  Boulder: Lynne Reinner 1998.

 Bowen, Donna Lee, “Abortion, Islam and the 1994 Cairo Population Conference,” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 29, no. 2, 161-184.

 Burton, Antoinette, Burdens of History: British Feminists, Indian Women and Imperial Culture 1865-1915.  University of North Carolina Press 1994.  

El Saadawi, Nawal, The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World.  Boston: Beacon Press 1980.  

 El Guindi, Fadwa, Veil: Modesty, Privacy and Resistance.  Berg Publishers, 1999.  An anthropology of Islamic veiling.  

Faith and Freedom: Women’s Human Rights in the Muslim World.  Editor: Mahnaz Afkami.  Syracuse University Press, 1995.

 Hatem, Mervat, “Modernization, the State, and the Family in Middle East Women’s Studies,” in Social History of Women and Gender in the Modern Middle East, editors Margaret Meriwether and Judith Tucker.  Westview, 1999.  Pp. 63-87.

Jawad, Haifaa, The Rights of Women in Islam: an authentic approach.  MacMillan Press, 1998.  

 Kandiyoti, Deniz, “Contemporary Feminist Scholarship and Middle East Studies,” in Gendering the Middle East: Emerging Perspectives, editor Deniz Kandiyoti.  Syracuse University Press, 1996.  

 Lerner, Gerda, The Creation of Patriarchy. [Volume I of the two volume series Women and History].  Oxford University Press 1986.  

 Mernissi, Fatima, Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society.  Indiana University Press. Revised edition, 1985.

 Mernissi, Fatima, The Veil and the Male Elite: a feminist interpretation of women’s rights in Islam.  Addison-Wesley, 1991.  .

 Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak, editors Elizabeth Fernea and Basima Bezirgan.  University of Texas 1977. 

 Mir-Hosseini, Ziba, Islam and Gender: The Religious Debate in Contemporary Iran.  Princeton, 1999.  

 Mojab, Shahrzad, “Women and the Gulf War: A Critique of Feminist Responses,” in Spoils of War: Women of color, cultures and revolutions.  Rowman and Littlefield, 1997, pp. 59-82. 

 Nashat, Guity, and Judith Tucker, Women in the Middle East and North Africa.  Series: Restoring Women to History.  Indiana University Press 1998.

 Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East.  Editor Lila Abu-Lughod.  Princeton University Press 1998.  Series: Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History.   Includes articles on women and women’s movements in many Middle Eastern countries in the 19th and 20th centuries.

 Scott, Joan Wallach, Gender and the Politics of History.  Columbia University Press 1988.  Chapter 1, “Women’s History” and 2, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” pp. 15-50.

 Islam, Spirituality, Religious Thought

Abou El Fadl, Khaled, Speaking in God’s Name: Islamic Law, Authority and Women.  Oxford: Oneworld Press 2001.

 Ask, K. (Karin) and Marit Tjomsland, Women and Islamization: Contemporary Dimensions of Discourse on Gender Relations.  Oxford:  Berg Press 1998.

 Bakhtiar, Laleh, Sufi Women of America: Angels in the Making.  Chicago: Institute of Traditional Ethics and Guidance, 1996.  

 Doumato, Eleanor Abdella, Getting God’s Ear: Women, Islam and Healing in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf.  Columbia University Press 2000.    Volume in Coe.  This book has substantial sections on women’s practice of Wahhabi Islam and also women’s non-orthodox practices, particularily possession.

 Smith, Margaret, “Rabi’a the Mystic,” in Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak, pp. 37-66.

Islamic History to 1800

Berkey, Jonathan, “Circumcision Circumscribed: Female Excision and Cultural Accomodation in the Medieval Near East,” in IJMES Vol. 28, no. 1, 19-38. 

Berkey, Jonathan, “Women and Islamic Education in the Mamluk Period,” in Women in Middle Eastern History: Shifting Boundaries in Sex and Gender, editors Nikki Keddie and Beth Baron.  Yale University Press 1991.  Pp. 143-157 

 Fadel, Mohammad, “Two Women, One Man: Knowledge, Power and Gender in Medieval Sunni Legal Thought,” in IJMES Vol. 29, no. 2, 185-204.  

 Fernea, Elizabeth and Basima Bezirgan, “’A’ishah bint Abi Bakr,” in Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak, University of Texas 1977, pp. 27-36.  

 Fernea, Elizabeth and Basima Bezirgan, “The Koran on the Subject of Women,” in Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak, University of Texas 1977, pp. 7-26. 

 Mernissi, Fatima, The Forgotten Queens of Islam.  Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press 1993.  

 Mernissi, Fatima, Women and Islam: an Historical and Theological Enquiry.  Blackwell 1991.   

 Peirce, Leslie P., The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire.  Oxford University Press 1993.  

Women in the Medieval Islamic World, ed. Gavin Hambly.  St. Martin’s Press 1998.  
 Africa
Callaway, Barbara, and Lucy Creevey, The Heritage of Islam: Women, Religion and Politics in West Africa.  Boulder: Lynn Reinner, 1984.

 Mack, Beverly B. and Jean Boyd, One Woman’s Jihad:  Nana Asma’u, Scholar and Scribe.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press 2000.

 Arab Women 

 Arab Women: Between Defiance and Restraint.  Editor Suha Sabbagh.  Olive Branch Press, 1997.  Contains articles that concern women’s education, rights, and political participation in Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Kuwait, Palestine/Israel, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen.

 Faqir, Fadia, In the House of Silence: Autobiographical Essays by Arab Women Writers.  Reading: Garnet, 1998.  

 Hijab, Nadia, “Women and Work in the Arab World,” in Arab Women: Between Defiance and Restraint.  Olive Branch Press 1997. Pp. 41-53.

 Opening the Gates: A Century of Arab Feminist Writing.  Editors Margot Badran and Miriam Cooke.  Indiana University Press 1990.  

 Shaaban, Bouthaina, Both Right and Left Handed: Arab Women Talk about their Lives. Indiana University Press 1991.
 Algeria

Bennoune, Karima, “S.O.S. Algeria: Women’s Human Rights under Siege,” in Faith and Freedom: Women’s Human Rights in the Muslim World, ed. Mehnaz Afkami.  Syracuse University Press 1995.

 Lazreg, Marnia, The Eloquence of Silence: Algerian Women in Question.  New York: Routledge, 1994.  

 Messaoudi, Khalida, Unbowed: An Algerian Woman Confronts Islamic Fundamentalism. University of Pennsylvania Press 1998. 

 Bahrain

Seikaly, May, “Women and Social Change in Bahrain,” in IJMES Vol. 26, no. 3, 415-426.

Bangladesh

Jahan, Roushan, “Hidden Wounds, Visible Scars: Violence Against Women in Bangladesh,” in Structures of Patriarchy: State, Community and Household in Modernizing Asia.  Editor Bina Agarwal.  London: Zed Books 1988.  pp. 199-227.

Egypt

Amin, Qasim, The Liberation of Women and The New Woman: Two Documents in the History of Egyptian Feminism.  Cairo:  American University in Cairo Press 2000.

 Atiya, Nayra, Khul-Khaal: Five Egyptian Women Tell Their Stories.  Syracuse University Press 1982.  

 Badran, Margot, Feminists, Islam, and Nation: Gender and the Making of Modern Egypt.  Princeton University Press 1995.  

 Badran, Margot, Harem Years: the Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist (1879-1924).  By Huda Shaarawi.  New York: Feminist Press at the City University of New York, 1987.  

 Baron, Beth, The Women’s Awakening in Egypt: Culture, Society and the Press.  Yale University Press 1994.  

 Bibars, Iman, Victims and Heroines: Women, Welfare and the Egyptian State. London: Zed Books, 2001.

 Hoffman-Ladd, Valerie, “Polemics on the Modesty and Segregation of Women in Contemporary Egypt,” in IJMES Vol. 19, no. 1, 23-50. 

 Tucker, Judith, Women in Nineteenth Century Egypt.  Cambridge University Press 1985.  

 India

Minault, Gail, Secluded Scholars: Women’s Education and Muslim Social Reform in Colonial India.  Oxford University Press 1998.  . 

 Iran

Amanat, Abbas (translator), Crowing Anguish: Memoirs of a Persian Princess from the Harem to Modernity 1884-1914.  Author: Taj al-Saltana.  Washington: Mage 1993.  

Esfandiari, Haleh, Reconstructed Lives: Women & Iran’s Islamic Revolution.  Johns Hopkins University Press 1997.  

Ferdows, Adele K., and Amir H., “Women in Shi`i Fiqh: Images Through the Hadith,” in Women and Revolution in Iran, ed. Guity Nashat.  Boulder: Westview 1983.  Pp. 55-68.  

 Friedl, Erika, Women of Deh Koh: Lives in an Iranian Village.  Penguin Books, 1991.  

 Kamalkhani, Zehra, Women’s Islam:  Religious Practice among Women in Today’s Iran.  London: Kegan Paul International 1998.

 Mir-Hosseini, Ziba, Islam and Gender: The Religious Debate in Contemporary Iran.  Princeton, 1999. 

 Najmabadi, Afsaneh, “Crafting an Educated Housewife in Iran,” in Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East, editor Lila Abu-Lughod.  Princeton, 1998.  Chapter 3, pp. 91-125.

 Reeves, Minou, Female warriors of Allah : women and the Islamic revolution.  New York : Dutton, c1989.

 Shahidian, Hammed, “The Iranian Left and the ‘Woman Question’ in the Revolution of 1978-79,” in IJMES Vol. 26 no. 2, 223-247.

Talatoff, Kamran, “Iranian Women’s Literature: From Pre-Revolutionary Social Discourse to Post-Revolutionary Feminism,” in International Journal of Middle East Studies Vol. 29, no. 4, 531-558. 

Jordan

Gallagher, Nancy, “Women’s Human Rights on Trial in Jordan: The Triumph of Toujan al-Faisal,” and Toujan al-Faisal, “ They Insult us and We Elect Them,”in Faith and Freedom: Women’s Human Rights in the Muslim World, ed. Mehnaz Afkami.  Pp. 209-237..

Morocco:
Mernissi, Fatima,  Doing Daily Battle: Interviews with Moroccan Women.  Rutgers, 1989.  

Oman

Chatty, Dawn, ‘Women Working in Oman: Individual choice and Cultural Constraints,” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, May 2000, Vol. 32, No. 2, 241-254.

Pakistan

Mumtaz, Khawar and Farida Shaheed, Women of Pakistan: Two Steps Forward, One Step Back?  London: Zed 1987.  

Palestine/Israel

Agmon, Iris, “Women, Class and Gender: Muslim Jaffa and Haifa at the Turn of the 20th Century,” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 30, no. 4, 477-500.

Moors, Annelies, Women, Property and Islam: Palestinian Experiences 1920-1990.  Cambridge University Press 1995. 

Sharoni, Simona, Gender and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: the Politics of Women’s Resistance.  Syracuse University Press 1995.  This book is essential reading if you are doing research on Palestine/Israel; Sharoni outlines women’s movements among Israelis and Palestinians and discusses their interactions.

Sabbagh, Suha, Palestinian Women of Gaza and the West Bank, Indiana University Press 1998.  

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States (Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, United Arab Emirates)

Doumato, Eleanor Abdella, Getting God’s Ear: Women, Islam and Healing in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf.  Columbia University Press 2000.   

Mughni, Haya, Women in Kuwait: the Politics of Gender. London: Saqi Books, 2001.

Turkey

Gole, Nilufer, The Forbidden Modern: Civilization and Veiling. University of Michigan Press 1996.  

North America and Europe

Bakhtiar, Laleh, Sufi Women of America, Angels in the Making.  Institute of Traditional Psychoethics and Guidance, 1996. 

Barazangi, Nimat, “Parents and Youth: Perceiving and Practicing Islam in North America,” in Family and Gender among American Muslims, eds. Aswad and Bilge.  

Family and Gender among American Muslims: issues facing Middle Eastern Immigrants and their Descendants.  Editors Barbara Aswad and Barbara Bilge.  Temple University 1996.  

Khan, Shahnaz, Muslim Women Crafting a North American Identity.  University Press of Florida, 2000.  pp. 105-123, “Selecting What to Believe” 

Walbridge, Linda, “Sex and the Single Shi`ite: Mut`a Marriage in an American Lebanese Shi`ite Community,” in Family and Gender among American Muslims, eds. Aswad and Bilge.  Pp. 143-154. 

 Fiction, literature, autobiography, etc.:

Hoops of Fire: Fifty Years of Fiction by Pakistani Women.  Editor Aamer Hussein.  Saqi Books, 1999.

Djebar, Assia, Fantasia, an Algerian Cavalcade.  Trans. Dorothy S. Blair.  Portsmouth: Heinemann 1993.  

Djebar, Assia, A Sister to Scheherazade.  Trans. Dorothy S. Blair.  Portsmouth: Heinemann 1987. 

Faqir, Fadia, Nisanit.  (a novel about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict)  Penguin, 1987. 

In a Voice of their Own:  a collection of Stories by Iranian Women.  Trans. Franklin Lewis and Farzin Yazdanfar.  Costa Mesa: Mazda 1996. 

Orlando, Valarie, “Women, War, Autobiography, and the Historiographic Metafictional Text: Unveiling the Veiled in Assia Djebar’s L’amour, la fantasia,” in Spoils of War: Women of color, cultures and revolutions.  Rowman and Littlefield, 1997, pp. 103-111. 

Asayesh, Gelareh, Saffron Sky: A Life Between Iran and America. Boston: Beacon Press 1999.

General web sites sources

Women and the Koran: The Status of Women in Islam by Anwar Hekmat. 267 pgs.

Quran and Woman: Rereading the Sacred Text from a Woman's Perspective by Amina Wadud. 118 pgs.

Muslim Women and the Politics of Participation: Implementing the Beijing Platform by Mahnaz E. Afkhami, Erika E. Friedl. 200 pgs.

Islam, Gender, and Social Change  by Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad. 260 pgs.

Gender Politics in Sudan: Islamism, Socialism, and the State by Sondra Hale. 295 pgs.

The Heritage of Islam: Women, Religion, and Politics in West Africa by Lucy Creevey, Barbara Callaway. 217 pgs.

Feminists, Islam, and Nation: Gender and the Making of Modern Egypt by Margot Badran. 344 pgs.

Social History of Women and Gender in the Modern Middle East  by Margaret L. Meriwether, Judith E. Tucker. 220 pgs.

The Darkest of Ages: Afghan Women under the Taliban, in Peace and Conflict by John J. Schulz, Linda Schulz. 18 pgs.

Women's Political Rights: Islam, Status and Networks in Kuwait, in Sociology  by Helen Rizzo, Katherine Meyer, Yousef Ali. 24 pgs.

Women in Muslim Family Law  by John L. Esposito. 162 pgs.

Perceptions of Arranged Marriages by Young Pakistani Muslim Women Living in a Western Society, in Journal of Comparative Family Studies by Arshia U. Zaidi, Muhammad Shuraydi. 20 pgs.

A Habit of Violence Grown Ordinary: Constraints on Muslim Women's Participation in War, in Minerva: Quarterly Report on Women and the Military by Maria Holt. 36 pgs.

A Woman's Place: A Confrontation with Bedouin Custom in the Sharia Court, in The Journal of the American Oriental Society by Ron Shaham. 6 pgs.

The Social Structure of Islam: Being the Second Edition of the Sociology of Islam by Reuben Levy. 538 pgs.

Portraits of Palestinian Women by Orayb Aref Najjar, Kitty Warnock. 312 pgs.

	Dates
	Tentative Schedule and Topics
	Pages

	9-11-2009
	Introduction to the course – Receiving syllabus going over rules  Short discussion about Middle Eastern Women.  Articles in Newspaper.
	

	
	- - Three Pillars: Confucius, Jesus, and Mohammed

Religion: A World History  http://dmc.ohiolink.edu/cgi/i/image/image-idx?cc=dvc;view=entry;entryid=x-2787557;viewid=8309-A-NT.RM
- - Women, Islam and Patriarchalism by Ghad Karmi 

- - Women in Islamic Law by Raga’ El-Nimr

Both these articles are on your blackboard site.
- - The Satellite, the  Prince, and Shaherazad:  Women as Communicators in Digital Islam by Fatema Mernissi
- - On-and Off-Camera in Egyptian Soap Operas:  Women, Television, and Public Sphere by Lila Abu-Lughod
Free topic to discuss Religion Freedom of speech


	Pages 69-83

Pages 69-83

Pages 3-17

Pages 17-36

	
	- - - - Singing a New Song:  Bonding and Breaking With the Past  by Sherifa Zuhur
---  Globalizing Equality:  Muslim Women, Theology, and Feminism by Asma Barlas

---- Feminist Theory, Agency, and the Liberatory Subject by saba Mahmmod
Free topic to discuss   Marriage family law
	Pages 36-61
Pages 91-111

Pages 111-153

	
	- - The Veil Debate – Again by Leila Ahmed

- - Between Religion and Secularism:  Islamist Women of Hamas

-- Crimes of Honour and Construction of Gender in Arabs Societies by Lama Abu-odeh

Free topic to discuss Veil
Short paper Critical paper is due
	Pages 153- 172

Pages 172- 198

Pages 141-188

	
	- - The prospects for Democracy:  Women Reformists in the Iranian Parliament by Elaheh Koolaee

- - Women and Civil society in Iran by Mehrangiz Kar

- - Sisters in Islam and the Struggle for Women’s Rights by Zainah Anwar

Midterm post on the blackboard no later than Sunday 10-11-2009 before midnight


	 Pages 203-216

Pages 216-233

Pages 233-248

	
	- - Women and Dynamics of Transnational Networks by Meena Sharify-Funk
-- Islam and Feminism:  An Analysis of Political strategies  by Haleh Afshar

- Gender and the Politics of Religion in the Middle East by Maha Azzam

Media/technology and censorship 
	Pages 248-267
Pages 197-217

Pages 217-231

	
	Presentation  –  6 students per class
	

	
	Presentation   -- 6 students per class 
	

	
	Presentation   -- 6 students per class
Final paper due  Post your paper before the midnight 11-8-2009
	

	
	Presentation   -- 6 students per class
Last Day of class
	

	
	Final Exam – Post your Final Exam before the midnight  on 10-20-2009
Grades due on December 1, 2009
	


